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HE -occafion of eh prefent folennity ig” 
seidenely decent and pious. We cannot behold } 
-thefe military gentlemen, incorporated for pur- . ' 
pofes valuable to fociety, waiting upon God with . 
humble fupplication and thankfgiving’on this day 
of their Annual Election, without fenfations of 
approbation, efteem, and pleafure. —It is owing to y 


b -- the blefling of the great and” beneficent Being 
whom ‘they are affembled to. worfhip; that; they \ 
have: been fed, cloathed, and refrefhed during the © 4 4 

é. patt ‘Year, and appear before him this day with the Vin « fi; } 

Selety elegance, and activity of the foldier. And, | 
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whofe patronage and favour fhould they more. 
earneftly defire than His, who can fend forth his 
light and truth, and influence them to whatever 
_is great, honourable, and good ?—Never need ye 
_be afhamed to exprefs yourfelves in the language, 


§ 


and act in the {pirit of a pious and celebrated 
Chief—“ O come let us worfbip and bow down before 
the Lord our Maker ! For, the Lord God is a fun and 

Seield ; the Lord will give grace and glory : No good 
thing will he withhold from thofe who walk uprightly. 

O Lord of Hofts, bleffed is the man s Sye srufiet it 
thee.” 


Nor does this folemnity only gain our approba- 
tion as a religious fervice, but as a refpectful 
_memorial of the good fenfe, and piety of our Fore- 
fathers. Could we now fummons them from 
their ¢ graves, they w ould be pleafed with our at- 
tention, and with the warm feelings of parents and 
patriots would addrefs us—‘* Shun our vices : 
Emulate our virtues. Let Learnine, Liserty 
AND Arms; Inpusrry, Goop Morars, anD Re- 
LIGION be eftablihel and encouraged amongft 
you—and Gop, the omnipotent patron of all good 
- focieties, will be your defence and glory.’ 


Bur, are there not thofe who will fay— How af- 
frontive to worfhip the kind and beneficent Gover- 
nour of mankind cloathed with the garments of 
war, » and the inftruments of i injury and death in 
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ovihands'! ‘ This appeal’ immediately interefts the 
feclings, and commands the ‘opinion of many, 
whom we cannot but love. for their meck and 
gentle difpofition, again{t war in every form, and 
under every: condition.—However fpecioufly de- 
fended, iit'is,. fay they, abhorrent to God,.to the beft 
feelings ‘of human nature, and the amiable and 
charitable Absit of the religion of Jefus Chrift. 


Pract is a lovely. object of ‘contemplation to the 

. human mind and imagination, and her influences 
avé moft pleafant to our ‘feelings: Under her be- 

nignant reign fecurity (miles: in the countenances, 
and rejoices the hearts of mankind: The Sratefman. 
quietly inveftigates the -publick intereft, and gra~ 
dually introduces wife and. beneficial regulations =! 
Agriculture flourithes ;, Commerce profpers: The 
Arts,and Sciences. improve : And, every-caufe al- 
moft confpires to propagate and e eftablith, the prin-, 
ciples and habits of publick: and private order, 
virtue and happinefs. —Nor can it be diffembled 
that War is an evil moft juftly dreaded ‘by the 
! thoughtful, juft and humane in every ‘fociety : — 
In its mildeft form it greatly leffens enjoyment 
wherever it prevails, and fubjects | mankind to dif- 
trefling fears and fu ferings : And, in its harfheft, 
like the form “of Heaven, fpreads darknefs over 
the moft’ pleafai nt and cheerful profpects,and marks 
its progrefs with ravage, > deftruction, and mifery. 
Humanity | weeps, and ° refufes to be “comforted, 
when the beholds this feourse of the wor id reign- 
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ing over any region.of the earth.The inhabiz 


tants. forfake the occupations of peaceful ‘life, and 


fly-hither-and- thither, -expofed to all the diftreffes- 
of-infecurity and want« ‘The fields ceafe to -blof.. 
fom like the rofe, and.become barren and defolate:~ 


The fwreet Charities of life fail; vice and diforder 
reign uncontrouled : And, wherever we look. cenes . 


of ruin andmifery aftonifh our ‘minds, and pain 
our hearts-—From. this comparative view, we may 
be immediately convinced that Peace is more eli- 
gible-than, War ; and much more agreeable to the 


fpirit of that gentle and: beneficent religion which: 


was introduced into the world proclaiming “ Peace: 
ont earib’s Good will towards men.’?? . But thall we 
hence fay;"The profeffion of the Sorprer is an 
unjuftifiable: profeffion And War never inno- 
cefitly and’ laudably entered into, and profecuted 
by; focieties 2? Truth i is feldom difcerned through 
che” medium of feeling. In every, oe de- 


under the influence of feeling, only ite ane 
and corrected by impartial reafon, and the infallj_- 
ble inftructions of divine revelation.—Perhaps, in 
this fituation, 2 and under fuch light and inftruction, 
we fhall be convinced War is our certain in- 
heritance in the prefent condition of human na- 
ture, juft as many other of the evils of life are— 
That the permiffion of War. cannot upon any 
{cheme of religion be proved more inconfiftens 
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ations, I would reer that the follo: 
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tec he) BEG si of the righteous and benevo- 
dent Governour of mankind, than the permiffion 
o other natural and moral evils :-Yea, like them, 
ismuch ameliorated by his efficient hand, and ren- 
dered, contrary to its nature, productive of ‘good* 
effets :—And 1 upon the whole that War, in certain: 


Tit tuations, and under certain conditions, is not fa~ 


tal.to the chriftian character, and our hope in gies 
slotiouis | s promifes of ‘the -‘gofpel. ince ltiashoee 
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- ABeogsT BiSenech to ‘enlarge upon thefe aves : 
pea. 
are taken for that we nder th 1¢ COR 
dizgncsle eSOvGTTACSE aban almighty. and per~_ 
fect Being, who has made known his will to~ us; 
notonly, by reafon and experience, but by Jefus, 
Chrift, and expeéts we fhould venerate. and obey 
it; and-that man is a rational and accountable 
cr€ature, in fome proper fenfe mafter of his own 
actions, and amenable for his conduét at his bar. 
If we are not under the government of God, and 
ar€ not accountable, then all actions and. courfes of 
action become indifferent, and it is mere idlenefs 
to fpend any time in fpeculation upon their nature 
and confequences. But allowing thefe Maxims 
to be juft, fuch inveftigations we muft conceive 
immediately proper, for they may be of infinite 
confequence to.our cate of a, and ik Sure 
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Tae ULTIMATE-souRcE of Waris thofe prin= 
pu and paffions which experience, _obfervation, 


and univerfal hiftory prove actuate, mankind when 


formed.into different {ocieties, and oppofed toeach 

other by rivalfhip,and_ injuries arifing, from mutual 

endeavours for fuperiority. and lucrative -adyan 

igesser Bole principles and *pafli ions. which. go-~ 
vern them awhena fellow-fubjects of the fame civil. 

community, after they are. divided into parties, ir 
ritated by neglects and wrongs, or feduced by the 
flattering promifes of ambition and power to at- 
tempt preeminence. But the PROXIMATE SOURGE 
of War is that feparation of oe and individu- 
alsiwhich opposes them, and infpires them with 
hoftile intentions.—Until a divifion takes place 
between them, leading them to fuch' meafures as 
are affrontive, anid will in the’ general opinion, ei- 
ther well grounded, or artificially ‘raifed, be ruin- 
ous to. their honour and interefts, thofe fierce prin- 
ciples in human nature which roufe” to refiftance 
and injury lie: inactive, as the various fprings aad 
wheels of a machine," until fer ‘in’ ‘motion by the 
power which is to govern them. “Were- mankind 
individually enlightened, or under the government 

of enlightened leaders—were they humble, mild, 
equitable and benevolent, or under the fupreme 


_ direction of rulers governed by a juft and benefi- 


cent temper, War would beno more. ‘The diffe- 
rent focieties on earth would form into one grand 
. a 4 Da 
and 


a | 


Sy aaa a QT ee ewe hs ee 


te Got 


a 
arid peaceful monarchy ; or if they continued fe4 
parate would live together like independent fami- 
lies loving, and beloved—Subjeéts of the fame fo- 
ciety, like affectionate children of the fame family, 
would. fweetly unite together in every office of 
juftice and kindnefs.—But this i is not the prefent 
condition of mankind ; nor has it ever been their 
condition, if we may believe the hiftorical regifters 
of the times before us. The great body of man~ 
kind, and thofe who. controul. and govern them, 
may, in the cool hours of retirement and reflection, 
lute the fituation of univerfal peace and love de- 

tful; Bur cS the world and be in 
ee act, they usar seh by’ fuch ean 
fentiments. ‘Their underftandings perfuade them 
very differently, when concerned with men and 

rings, than when engaged with fpeculative no= 
fons, and the pleafing pictures of fancy and ima-_ 
gination. Mankind do not choofé tolive together 
under one denomination, to be governed by the 
fame laws, and have thé fame interefts; but to 
dwell feparately, govern themfelves by different 
civil conftitutions, and purfue different interelts, 
though they cannot without mutual oppofition 
and injury. Members of the fame community will 
divide into inveterate parties ; and will often pur- 
fue their oppofite meafures until they dye each 
others ¢ garments in blood. Or, if we fuppofe their . 
choice is not the caufe of their divifion into fepa- 
fate nations nd patties, then we muft affirm it 
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ak oMhg to ti ontniaOW of aut Brett: Creators Why | 
Will do 2 all His: -pleafure- throughott*univerta Lena 

: Fate OB whetfier mankind ave itt dfepatate Rate 
Se by theiro} n ‘chi choice, ‘or the will ‘of their € Creator: 
fe cehéts divifiod whith awakes and oie’ force to 

thofe principles and” palfions. which have ‘in every 

Jit re. of the world, “however ij ignorant and barbarous’ 

civilided a and wy athinftruéted, beena fource of ie 

and fightings: ithe t Ahiftory of the people — ™men- 
tioned 1 in our text, will exemptif ty the operation of 
‘human paffions 1 between differenti “nations, “nearly 
enough fituated to be politically Conneeree sand 

the fame nation div ided i into two powerfull parties. 

For, notw ithftanding EpuraiM aid Jupan ‘were 
how different 1 nations, yet they had the feclings of 
parties inthe fame, nation. —They, ofiginally_ de 
fcended from. the fame ftock, polfefied ; a common 


tertitory, and were fellow Lberiagt of. the Be, os 


. inion, ‘though they I had L aR up 
diffenfions; and i fuppofed very na arise 
an-equal, claim 1 tO. fuperiority orth 1e ca hee 
“s ‘God hed giventhem, if they r could or e Hass 
art.or force —Jupsn enjoyed the “a di Min 
guithed adyantages. jh, confequence « of their 
ration :—They were. More numerous, and ae 
the largeft, the moft pleafant, and fruit ful part, of 
_ the land. —Moreoyer, they had amongt! “them, thé 
_only ‘authorized. worfhip of Go Puede igs 
cteemed an.,inyaluable blefiing. —Wh hat, was the 
: efechupon Epuraim of theix more defirable con 
dition ?— 
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dition 2-They!beheld their morerrefpectable: and 
fiappy neighbours -with a degree of envy ‘which 
foured their minds, irritated their paflionsyand: dif. 
pofed: them to improve every meals. which ‘pro- 
“mhifedto"abafe them, What wasithe effect of their 
‘Feftlels difpofition’ and “injuridus “conduct ‘upon 


| j UDAH?—They looked down upon'their feeble and 


impatient enemy with haughtyand refencful airs, 
and exerted their policy and power toy yex and 
deftroy thet, | In this general fta a of fc nD im 

feeling, the ‘great body of their pe yplé were 
gafily inflamed with stheiete: potas whine "3 


oy 


their influential — me n wel ‘lec in) y th cin ampl~ 
tion their psvaie ingerefts and private enmities, 


heir love of power and fame, or’ indeed ‘the paf- 
and humours of their hear connections to 


ne place i in’ confequence of their, general fituation; 


‘and frequent commerce with each other, which _ 
gave them room uader the cover, of patr iotick, de- | 


clarations to excite a {pirit of | animofity fatiated 
only with injury and bloodthed, .. Hence thei fre~ 
_quent inroads, and endeavours to pepe diftrefs, 
_and humble eachother, « . . A. 


Bur ye will afk, how can this sciineieiba * 


“things be reconciled to the fupreme government 
of perfeet rectitude, wifdom, ‘atid benevolence? 
How can fo powerful, righteous,and gooda Being 


“decree Sis 2 fituations ‘and paffions-to 
“have 


Ss vif “they fhould be: ‘And, events wereoften tak=_ 
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have fo baneful an influence: wponshuman conduct. 
and enjoyment ?—Thé fact is—it has taken place 
by his fupreme agency, or with his permiffion.— . 
“ He maketh peace,and createth evil—When he giveth 
quietness, who then can make trouble ? And when he 
pideth bis face, who then can bebold him, whether it 
be done againft a nation or againft a man only 2. And, 
why muft we fuppofe this conftitution militates 
with the excellence of his nature ? The moft for 
midable reafonwe can urge againft its introduction 
is, That it places man lower upon the {cale of vir- 
tue and enjoyment than he otherwife would be. ~ 
This is allowed :—Were mankind governed by : 
the principles of union, and did the motives of : 
piety, juftice, and benevolence reign in them with | 
an influence deftructive to every kind of injury ay 

| 


and war, they would be much more amiable, 
lovely, and virtuous than they now are; they — 


would be free ftom many inconveniences and mi~ aye a 
feries which they now feel, and enjoy a degree of | 
happinefs which they now feebly imagine. But a 


this is not their condition. ‘They have folarge a 


| fhare of the brutal united with the divine in their 


' nature, as to continue them hitherto in a far lefs 


refpeCtable and happy ftate of being. Still, this is 
only faying, man is lefs perfect, and lefs happy 
than God might have made him.—But, “ Shaij 
the thing formed fay to bim that formed it, Why haf 


zhor made me thus €?? What arrogance and impi- — 


ety i 


. 
Awe <a Aw i 


Bowe 


éty !~May not he who freely gives unto his crea= 
tures capacities of worth and means of enjoyment, 


‘give them in the proportion he pleafes, provided 


exiftence is on the whole a_bleffing ; nota curfe, 


butin confequence of our voluntary il!-behaviour?. 


—Muft he give in the higheft degree he is able, or 
be chargeable with want of wifdom, with injuftice 


and cruelty ?—Confider whither this reafoning: 


leads you--If the Deity had adted-in the fpirit of 
this principle; that immenfe variety of creatures: 


he has made; filling up in nice gradation the fpace. 


between the humbleft infe@, and the moft. exalted. 
fpirit, and difplayins every poflible degree of ac- 
tivity, intelligence, virtue and: happinefs would 


have failed. There would have been but one race 


ofcreatures, and that, “ ext to the throne of God.*?. 
Judge-y¢ which {cheme gives us the moft lively 
exhibition of the almighty power, and infinite 
wifdom of God ; and admits the greateft fum of 
happinefs and fig of benevolence 2 ae 


Ir is true, War is a fource of very diftreffing 
evils. Countries expofed toevery kind of injury 
from a mad and lawlefs” foldiery.—Thofe once 
happy i in the tender conneétions of life, and ealy 
in a fufficiency to fupply their wants and conve- 
niences—mourning with pathetick exclamations 
of grief their loft relatives and departed property— 


are very affecting objects. We ‘tenderly fympa-- 


thize with them, and deprecate War asthe worft 
judgment 


VA 
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sets not , poten oy eee oS 
mifery we fo fenfibly feel and pity, may be pro: 


gacy, that they may avo! 2. I~ 
mediate effects alfo of the operations of war, which - 
we are apt to conceive evil, and only evil, are not 
fo. “They are productive of tranfport of mind, as. 
‘well as dejection of {pirits ; very lively pleafures, 
as wellas very excruciating pains, The {tormedand 
epstitL ts : plundered 
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plundeted city. is seltebeiaitretsmdibiaises bus 
thesconqueting army is the feat of congratulas 
aa and ‘cheerful feftivity, . ‘The. loffes of friends. 
jard-earned property of which, the pases 
eiichean awith fuch: nee countenances an 
animated expreMionsiof grief; the victorious count» 
their gain, and celebrate as. very. fignal. favours. 
Theyextreme poverty: which overtakes fome : from. 
want of employmient,is» balanced, by the: new, de= 
partments of bufinefs which «war opens, and the 
diftinction and plenty with: -whichtheyblefs. thofe 


who profectitethemi.It'is-evident: sthen, of wars 
Agit is of many Sther’ciufes/ of hunian fufferings ' 
thar it is nota cleay/and: unrhixed evil; but-by 
the indulgence of God made productive of kind: 
effets to balance in a degree the! pain’ which, it 
ps inftances, it eine My aque: py SER 


Taxes the. whole. ‘variety. ‘of human, fituations, 
and we fhall. find: ‘no one ftate fo indulgent to vice, 
as to exclude intirely refpectable characters, sffaeel 
and divine ° virtues, War i is productive of ie 
depravity a and vice. —In the ftate of war eS 
and civil. government are “much. ‘relaxed ; 
there is fuch a continued. fucceffion of abet is 
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thofe interefting fbjedts of religion ; ‘and morals 

hi e our c snd fould 
W ich deferve 0 our conftant reverence, and flow 


command 
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command our’ ‘conftant obedience, The vufual 


courfe of things alters ; and the alteration: has a 
pernicious influence upon many. ‘Acquifitions AR 
property and diftinction in the natural Mate ¢ of 
things are eradually made : And before we make 
them in any diftinguifhing degree, we are —pre-" 
pared to receive them with equal minds, and the 
refolution ofa wife and good improvement of 
them... But-in war profperity often comes upon 
us by furprize, we are inftantly rich and powerful 
men—the fuddennefs of the elevation intoxicates 
us, and we act without difcretion or virtue.—Ad- 
verfity alfo,.in the natural courfe of things; ad- 
vances upon us gradually, and we are prepared to 
receive it withfirmnefs, before it feizes us with 
violence. But, in war, adyerfity often falls upon 
us atan unexpected moment—diftracts our minds 
—breaks -our {pirits—and__ occafions us to blaf- 


pheme. Divine Providence, and. abandon | ourfelves 
without ‘reftraint to difreputable- and. ‘ruinous 


Se ee 


vices. Yer war has not univerfally this ill, Opera 


tion.—Its uncertainties and changes, its profperi- 


ties and adverfities, tend powerfully to teach us 


our dependence upon God, “who rules over all, and 
the infecure nature of human happinefs—firmnefg, 
equanimity, {ympathy and compaffion, thofe wifett 


and beft ofleffons. Some there are, who improve. 


Warto this worthy purpofe, and make advances 
in whatever amends, adorns and dignifies the hu- 


Man 
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Tan charaéter. The moral and religious profped | 
‘around, may to the ferious ‘and good. be ratte, : 
defor med, and frightful, but there ¢ will Li be 
fome objects of ffuperiour worth and beauty, as as if | 
“interfperfed_ 0 n purpofe to compenfate for “the 


Seitia fete Panaate we may obferve, that 
the ftate of w: war ar Creates characters | of the _moft 


brilliant Hant qualities, and extenfive e ufefiilnels in 1 the Yr 


judgment na mankit nd; “and which do ot cea cea Ne 
b 


. ‘with wart war to be cel rated and benefici 
: tinue through the age of renee to defery 
d th seeaaed it c Peay 


, attenti tion which is pe paic 


paffions « and actions of men, are “thole which W te ; 
look upon with the mot Partial, fondnels, and 


“ unite to addrefs \ with, the moft unaffected praife. 
Thele aril amidft the dangers and perplexities of 


waras in. their proper foil, and are ‘manured and | 
. perfected by its progrefs. Nor do they ceafe to 

live and aé& when war ceafes : They continue in 
+ the flate of peace, and are frequently the chief 
guardians and confervators of the publick: intereft, 
: when the members of fociety, in general, are by 
. the feducing influence of eafe and fecurity, wrap. 
ped up intirely within - themfelves, and, account 
thofe ‘expenfes hard, and fervices laborious, which 
the exiftence, profperity and {plendour of the . State 
require. feel a degree of pride i ‘in exemplifying 
SS remark from | the ie of our-own country, 

I AR ROE nn 69d eo which: 
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which i Re my etree willapprove. the fie i, 
war “produced—Politicians ‘endued with admire 


ble penetration 2 of mind, and firrnnels an 
-yerance of {pirit s who guided us through Sy “fit Le 
tion of, eminent hazards with matterly fill, “a 7 

[ jithed. us in a condition of fafety, and soe 
ing proiperity and happinels, ¥ which nothing 
deftroy. but our own mprudence: and folly 
diers, from Generals to the inferiour officers, who 
difplayed the moft ‘applauded gualifications of 
their ftation, and won in action the faireft wreaths 
of military honour and renown.—Politicians, who 
yet have their country near their hearts, and are 
unweariedly udying its interefts, and labouring 
to render it ‘fe: and happy—Soldiers, “w who- die 
danded, though unpaid and injurioufly < “entire 
retired to their homes without. cclamigur’s ; “aid 
have) hitherto , remarkably. practifed the ‘Virtues 


f: ERI 
which ad jon ciyi e and. ‘manifelted thofe 
lick d: difpofitions. era prove: e they W will at 


ite. 


‘occafion require, | bea firm anc “intrepid. band to 
fupport and defend. their country. rok Seca 
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i 
 woTapse reflections tend to fatisfy our minds with 
the divi 1e permiffi ion of wary” and to render. us 
“yore compofed tinder it as an evil Yet we thay 

‘conceive war, notwithftanding,. “oppoled i invallcits 
: forms to the {pirit of chriftianity sand, not onfy 
fo, but that thofe-cannorbe “in any’ fenfe the true 
difeiples of Jefus: Chrift, who ‘patronize, - fapport, 
or perfonally bear part in ita—Thofe wars entered 

: into 
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Sig apes and modern princes for the mere 
& “of gratifying their ambiti : and 
umour, are abhorrent altogether to. the ju and 


A benevolent refteion: which we profefs. Rin 
: Es enatane be exalted, and rheade 


is fplendi ut they are, the foes of manx 


VE 


and richly deferve the accumulated pain and. and aie 


e they eee upon tl elr fellow Creatures. 
we ar r its. object rhe fecurity of 


lives, mena re j en-~ 
ever thy are dear yeen canceiy by: hrif- 


ten hav Si cancels ved 


ate fend t emf Beericn Bae at~ 


EWescked Bt that fever requires ae 


bs ‘to violence ahd rgbbery, until all their efforts are 
Masnane repel them —Still is it nat true that 
“Chriftianity was defigned to reftrain all thofe cor- 

_ yupt and malignant paffions which’ occafion dif- 
‘cord, injury and war ?—Would not this pure and 

i Charitable inftitution, if it had its perfect work 
upon mankind generally, put an intire clofe to 
yl r, and eftablifh the fupreme dominion of peace? 2 
—It would undoybtedly, and thereby vaftly in- 
rae the worth and happinefs of men.—But the 
Wi ete oper on of this divine» religion is not 
fiftent with the prefent ftate of human: nature. 
hoe Chriftians muft retreat from the world 
"10 exemplify their principles, Wecannot live i In 
whys Fra erect rh of re- 
_ fentmenr, and. a#loptings at times, the vigorous 


\ 
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means of: defence. A very rpccntieaas aa = * 
mankind are not Cheiftians, and juftify Sea pay = 


a glkithe pragtices: « of war: Nor--would- aa | 
~ with: eager -7eal0, improve the non-refiftance 


Chriftian ¢ countries to their “complete eee biugat % ofa. 
and mifery—Moft of thofe who call th £ Fe 


the difciples of Chrift, notwithftanding ieee 

in fome degree influenced by the juft and benef, 

cent fpirit of his religion, yet are fo far under the | 
government of felfith defires,. that they. will pri- 
vately and publickly attack each other, and if they. 4 
are able, wreft from them their poffeffions and « con~ 
veniences, and convert them to Hn own ule oe 


I. 


ie Apa 


Chisigaitenre a Ga cues jor. Be 
caufe Chriftianity does not produce all thofe great | 
and good effects in our age, it is capable of pros wh 
ducing ina different dituation, therefore it is’ not aoe 
a blefling.—The religion of Jefus has a real and ee 
good influence upon individuals and focieties Pi E 
though it has not its fulleft and beft effeds, if 
renders them more jutt, equitable, and humane 
than they otherwife would be; a 8 it gradua 1 
increafés its power over the minds | feelings ar 

manners 0 8 Of men, becomes a a “eel aN ore im- re 
portant bleffing.- —Had “chriftianity a overeign 


Sed a, * 


_influerice, our fituation wotlld be entirely altered. 


We fhould be fapported by its fingle operation” 
without the influence of tefentment, love of life 
and property, and the publick principles Gvhich™ 

fa are 


OO  — tl el 


er ME ate 


21” 
hotel eed 
“ay * 


are in our. nature : : "But until this forse influ 
ence | = commences, we muit be indebted for our pre- 
fervation and fafety 1 par tly to their exercife ; and 
aim, at approving ourfelves the’ faithful seat of 
od, 1 not “by rooting them out, bur ‘by preferving’ 
their operation within the bound f that grear 
command, enregiftered not only in the gofpel, bur 
hy every mind, “ ar’ _ THINGS, WHATSOEVER YE- 
Woun ris \T MEN SHOULD, Do Os PAoes: “Doeyy » 


EVEN TO THEM, ty pie seas h 


nflr aes Sinomustiaaia: all. the al_ 

acre Ca which attend the diftreffes 
of war, thofe fgcieties have the moft fubftantial 
_ xeafons for bleffing God (who appoints the bounds 
of our habitations) which conclude upon the beft 
grounds they fhall not be frequently vifited withe» 
- this cruel {courge.. —There is in this refpect a a dif 
ference between 1 the. fituations of the nations which » 
people the carth.—And, may we not fuppofe, we 
are favoured i in our allotment, when. we eftimate 
its worth | with immediate reference to the fre—oae 
: quency of war 2 Many circumftances confpire to 
raife and eftablih the pleafant idea in our minds. 

Our NATIONAL GOVERNMENT. ftrensthens this : 
conception of our fituation. The more tho- 

aaa roughly 
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eae five , ey wae 


‘hia i 
el 


gem. Oy Ab aepind: SD 
roughly and impartially we a eee this p an 
Of gavernaehis: the, more fully we {hall be per- 
fi aded it is well calculated to promote ounPeblick 
“and private iad and. pit ne give us jut. 
6 “ree, ¢ order, 4 a nd peace at home, ” and growing’ res 
utation a “abroad —T o leffen the danger of inter~ 
“nal diffenfion and foreign war, and put in action 
all the caufes of. ‘national honour and profperity.— 
“Tefecures us all our rights, as men and chriftians - : 
” And has within itfelf the ftrong principles.of wife. 
“fel regulation—It will be obferved in all. its mo- 
~ tions with watchful jealoufy by our State govern- 
; ments, and powerful individuals—Many - of the 
_ moft active caufes will unite to render it perma-~ 
“pent and ‘beneficial. “And may we nat juftly hope 
" ie a large ‘defcription of the people for whofe 
ie good it was inftituted will fubmit to its regular 
 adrhinifttation as to render it an “eftablithed and 
. - effici icient government ?=Willthey readily facrifice 
ar ie chara acter d diftingui ifhed for wifdom and a degree 
“of choice ir in their governments never exhibited in 
the world before? Will they readily throw up 
probable liberty and happinefs, and pluns se into 
"the c ocean of ‘uncertain’events ?—Nor need we fear 
~ but: this government will ever be attended With the 
bet bleffir ings of Heaven while the maxims of its 
4 ILLUsTRIOUS PRESIDENT are adopted as facred 
“maxims of conduét by its feveral branches : They 
are thefe, and fhould be recorded on monuments 
~ af brafs in full view of all governing bodies of men 


througheut 


yf 


+ J 


‘t 


Ue 1 Ss ed eh et el 


- 


' Brie ie oY I 

_ upon you.—Your Court expedts fr the refule 
liberations, i nm concutre eS with ; “the 
ot bratiches of ovetinient confiderstion Brae: 
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=> 


throusigut the world" There! is’ 16 thuth" more 
mee nighly eftablifhed, ‘than that’ there_ exifts in- 
he cecofiomy and Colitfe of natitre, 2, af indiffoluble 


ind advantage—between the gefivine’ maxims 


: n between virtue and” ‘happinelsbetiveen d dus 


* 
. 


. and Coritentment'at ho 


late “honett: and magnanimous: policy, ‘and ‘the 
‘a rewatds of publick profperity. atid felicity.” 


tnaft of the greateft mhagnivide is committed 
this eeiflature, and: the eyes” of the’ ‘world aré 


: der, if 
"tice; peace, and} ji And m: yO Alr & 
‘providence affitt "We Pgomaifieer their jut expec 


masts =W ith hi eh: anxiety webeheld thisEDY FICE . 


~-graduall ily i ing as How fincerely~ did’ we rejoice 


_ upon i its complet ion !—May it be a TEMPLE con= 


~ fecrated” to enlightened ‘liberty, mild and equal 
legiflation, and all the means of publick tranquility 
and. ‘happinels ! May its cuier Prizsts ever be 
" SEEnAGaly ‘for their enlarged minds, their ‘manly and 
libetal principles, and « execute their high powers 
fo as to o render themfelves mott Guttly the’ syelichat 
tion and | delight of this “nation—And i its) MINIS= 
TRING SERVANTS an. affembly Of men who have 
~ wifdon m to difcern, and magnanimity to purfue its 


ribeye tyre 


eee Hew, THOU Gop oF THE UNIVERSE, 


ae of call good ifscietiaea-all eee ‘is thy tem 
AES oe 8 gap wet | ple 


i! 
i 
ot 


rs 


ple, and. thou. sindereieli when, Pat ticularly 
prefent in any partof thy creation; yet. | be ripe 
oufly. prefent at all times)in. this Tet ; 
with hands; and may irs, flatutes | anes i 
ments putanend t to the found of the trumpet, and. 
the alarm of war in our borders, and blefs us” with | 
all chat can. render,a.people. free, Virtuous, .z 
happy... Again : The sear firength,. be- 3 
tween thefe United States, and the foreigners in 
their. neighbourhood, render it improbable that: m 
they will give frequent occafion, for war ; and. ‘a 
folicitude to.avoid embroiling, themfelyes. with, the 
powerful European-nations « of which they. are colo- 
nies; will render our. government particularly cau 
tious to, -avoid. every, thing which. juftly irri ir tates. 
The jealouty in.the Eyropean nations of each agen 
which, i is everawake, will never permit any one of 
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them, was a fcheme, of the . kind. practicable, t to a 


make conquett and extend. igs domiiion her re 
Wissquaaa ep larnarien sod yenture-rins plana, 


other natio lonsinqinion yithey savjoule i a ce 
+7Moreovyer, the diftance diftance of Europe from thi ; Con- 
tinent, and the, number a: and warlike S de dine of 
the inhabitants of thefe States, render t 

ties of faccefsfully preventing \ war in ‘oppofition . 
fo them,. on theirgwn., ground, almoft ee 
Thus we reafon: upon ‘the fubject,. and ¢ are con- 

: firmed in: the -very,pleafing i idea that. wars wll not “* 
be frequent amongft us. May God fulfil the: egrate- 
fu-expeftation, Heeceiisiog) boon’ sto ns scy 

lg | ! of > ~-{. Bur, 


‘difficul- ™ I 
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LB UT, we can never reafon with certainty of 
thofe events in which the paffions of men have very 
confiderable decifion.—This people intelligent 
and free, and now capable of proving to mankind 
what they have never feen proved before —That 
communities of men are capable of deliberating * 
upon forms of ‘government, chufing thofe which 
are friendly to all the rights which men can enjoy 
in fociety, and yet of eftablifhing’ an AUTHORITY 
which fhall controul their agtions | deftructive to 
the focial ftate—may yet grow m ma mad ; and in their 
phrenzy defpife the warning voice of wifdom and. 
the calls of reputation, and place thernfelves b before be 
mankind an affec tin example of a “people ‘ruined 
by their own intemperance.—European Nations” 


may become {fo jealous ofa rifing people, which let - 


alone may rival them in power and commerce, as 
to forget their jealoufies of each dther—and fairer 
(Sa any {tate among ft them which chufes, to extend 
conqueft and dominion upon our territory unre- 
ftrained.—Ourown government may becomeproud 
andtyrannical,and aim at proftrating the rights and 
liberties of this people before them. An ARMED 
rorce is the alone effectual mean of completing ei- 
ther.of thefe purpofes, or of fuccefsfully counter- 


acting them. The feditious fubverters of govern= 


ment, if they ¢annot fecure their wifhes by private 

practices, appeal te arms—Conqueft and dominion’ 

are pained by hina | asnigalpalg igeftablifhed 
by 
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By arms—Nor ean a people defend their territory, 

or refift an affuming: eoverniae it but be ‘ares : 

AI) authority which i is not ¢ fuppor dby owerds 

nothing butan empty namé.?? —-Isnot then thecon- 

tinuance ofthis Com PANY, and Of every y other body 

© of men defigned ‘to keep alive the. fpirit- of aris 

‘2 and diffiufe military ‘knowledge, avaluable meafure? ? 
Iti is true, this Company when it was. fir f : formed 
was more immediately beneficial than at prefent i 
Net now, by theirexample and advice, they. smay 
sxreatly aid and profper the military. arrangements 
of the eovernment. —In this defignthey fhould:vi ‘Viz 
goroufly unite with his Exeriirncy, our Com- 
imarider i Chief—and with all other wife and patri- 
otick men throughout the State.-—-A Mivirra is 
{aid to be the only. legitimate defence of a free peo- 
ple; it is the only defence which our free govern= 
ments will allow us. —Shall. “any: then’ fpeak con- 

. temptibly ofa Militia ? Shall, any. fail ufing their : 

utmoft exertions that.our’s.may. be regular and well 

trained ?2—It is the fafeguard, under God, in defpe- 

rate. cir -cumftances, of the fair inhericatiee which our + 

fathers have left us—of our government and, our 

religion,—Our young: men willact worthily i int ent 

tering into it, and exerting their beft ‘abilities to 

render i it truly refpectable, and ‘afubftantial fecurity 

to. their country.—Nor ¢ can Lconceive- why thofe 

of. the firft rank and diftinction fhould -refufe “its 


mper esse 


fervices and honours,—It is the only legal defence 
« , hi ‘ re 
a) 4 of 


> , . re 4 L : 
ys OR verte er: : 


tela wich Agr eee 
= th th to their bodict, a and elegance to their 
ae —Its commands give them rank 
ure i their t fellow citizens ; and ren- 
3 of yielding very effential fervices. 
syne and war ; and of rifing 
—The verpran GENERAL who- 


A se a ees re- 


ot 9. much ets fe Z ahs = % 
es be fe Te celebrated nations of 

I 1 ne bufinels, and it 
m with a degree of barbarity 
bese us. sista _centuries back, 1 ‘men : 
comparatively uncivilized,without commerce, arts 
, and: feience, a and under religious impreffions, falfely : 
+ ftiled chriftian, worfe than none ; ina ftate of na~ 
tional government too feeble to contrul theiviow 
% lence, to render ther them more reafonabl ortocorrect 
gs and foften their ten tempers and manners—made war . a 
; their great employment, and chofe it as their firft | : 

efs.—The haughty Noble had no bufinefs. | ae 

but when engaged in feuds with neighbours, or his 


_ prince; and his vaflals and dependents followed 
r him from inclination, or the fear of punifhment.— 
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tional governments, the ‘progrefs of civilization, 
that fpirit of commerce, arts and feience, and the 
influence of the religion’ of peace, better under. 
{tood, have made in this refpect an important re. 
volution in the world.—War is now feldom entereq 
jnto but upon neceffities of State which render it 
unavoidable ; and is profecuted witha degree of 
temperance and humanity which does our agehon.* , 
eur.—Let us moft fincerely blefs God, who deter. 
‘mines the times and feafons, for this favourable ’al- 
teration in the condition of the human race ‘The . 
‘CAUSES Of it “exift amongft us. “May we aid their i in =e 
fluence with: all the zeal confiftent with our fecu- 
tity and happinefs. May we with enterprize and 
induftry devote ourfelves to commerce, — — Cultivate 
the arts which - will increafe our conveniences, ¢ 
adorn and enrichus. —Fofter ourUniversiTy which t 
is our honour, and all feminaries and {chools of . 
learning. ‘By our convetfation, examples, and ac | 
tions, add that ftrength to our SUPREME GOVERN= 
Ment which’ will: enable it to preferve its various, 
- parts in harmony and order,and render us refpeti 
able in the confideration of other nations.‘ Efpe~ i 
cially may we fubmit to the influence of that divine 
religion “ which is pure, peaceable, génile, and eafy . | 
to be entreated Full of mercy and good fruits, with. | 
out partiality and wtlhout hypocrify’?—that wemay ~ 
aid in bringing onthe happy period which the en. Y 
ee a defcribes with all the force of | 
t Sipe yt ftrong 
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trong: and beautiful figures—“ When knowledge ana 

od : virtue foall cover the earth as the waters cover the 
Jea ;? “when the wolf. Soall dwell with the lamb, and 

pe the leopard foal lie down with the kid ; and the calf, 
be: and the young. lion, and the fatling together, and a little 
& ebild Suall lead 3 them—wher they foall not burt or des 
‘Ao prey: inal God's s holy mountain.” ° By thus doing, 
Cod though this happy : flate of things may not be pro~ 
«duced in our day, we fhall fecure ourfelyes 
Bows _ through the conftitution of grace,cftablithed t by our 
bleffed Redeemer, as individuals, that peace which 

ng, V ich th wor 1d can neither 
‘a Aree which ‘ill render us happy in 
bag life, enable us to triumph over ree and Prepare 
ts for a bleffed immortality—As 2 a fociety we hall 
ey - place ourfelves under the patronage and bleffing of 
“Alinighty God, “our light will’ break forth as the 
morning, and our bealth will {pring forth Speedily— 
eur righteoufnefs will go before us ; and the glory of 

_» the Lord will be,our rere-ward, ed ae 


“May God be ever “its us, ea profper Us, 
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